Must God Go?
to be something outside and greater than himself
towards which he strives, and with which he feels
he can act in harmony.
Are Values Real ?
The challenge which the sceptic advances in reply
to this argument of the human sense of values is
interesting and worthy of careful attention. It is a
denial of the reality of values. Exterior objects or
ideals, he says, appear to man to be good or true
merely because man's mechanism so works that this
impression is created in his brain. The fugues of
Bach are not in themselves beautiful, for there is
no such absolute quality as beauty: they sound
beautiful, when performed, only because our nervous
system happens to be satisfied by the vibrations
they set up. Their value is subjective and relative,
not objective or absolute.
Let us grant that the theory of values is no more
than a theory, a theory which attempts to explain
human experience. Yet the materialist counter-
explanation is no less a theory: it can advance no
certain proofs in its support. Moreover, even if we
accept the materialist explanation, it does not on
examination vindicate the materialist dogma. If
I consider a sunset to be beautiful because I am
so constructed that the sight of a sunset gives me
pleasure, it means that I am so constructed as to
appreciate, to be temperamentally in accord with,
such phenomena of the universe as sunsets. There are,
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